






























































































































Idaho's various departments are experienced in conducting analysis and review 
of projects. The Idaho Department of Water Resources currently receives all 
applications for utilizing the state's water for any activity. At the time an 
application for water for a hydroelectric project is submitted, additional 
information could be provided to secure a hydropower liccnsc, thc samc 
information now submitted to the Federal Regulatory Commission. The basic 
elements of the license should stay the same in terms of study detail, timing, and 
limitations. Projects that are clearly interstate in nature should remain under the 
regulatory authority of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. The objective 
of this policy is to  provide maximum state control over water resources and to 
allow greater efficiencies in water resource allocation decisions and not to duplicate 
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission's authorities and responsibilities. 

POLICY 43 
Joint 
Slate-Federal 
Hydropower  
Development 

The Bureau of Reclamation and the Army Corps of Engineers have 
constructed several dams and reservoirs in Idaho Some of these projects Include 
electrlcal generation as a basic use of water However, some do not have electrlcal 
generation fac~litles. 

Previous studies on development of electrical generation have been done by 
various state and federal agencies. However, a cooperative program leading to 
implementation has not been considered. Idaho should investigate the potential of 
cooperatively developing the hydroelectric potential at  federal facilities, thereby 
making additional energy resources available to the citizens of Idaho. 

The federal government is agreeable to  the addition of hydropower at existing 
facilities by nonfederal entities provided that this development is found to  he 
compatible with the purposes for which Congress authorized the project, and that 
federal hydroelectric facilities have not been authorized by Congress for 
construction. 

The state and the federal government should sign an agreement ensuring that 
nonfederal applications for development to  hydro potential on the canals, dams, 
and other features of federal water projects will receive timely and proper 
consideration. 

Disagreements over federal authority and policy have burdened private and 
other nonfederal interests who want to develop hydroelectric plants on existing 
federal works. A cooperative agreement will help resolve conKicts which otherwise 
might take new legislation or result in litigation. 

The agreement should provide for a continuing review of the methods by 
which a reasonable annual charge may be assessed for falling water provided by 
federal projects. It should also provide that nonfederal developers be required to 
clear their plans with federal agencies to ensure that no conflict with existing 
project purposes will arise. 


